Universty of Minnesota Morris
First Year Seminar 2006

IS 1001, First-Yea Seminar, is organizedin secions of 15 studerts, and is dedgnedto be anintroduction
to liberal arts at UMM. During the first week of the term, all sections participate in a convocaton
presried by a visiting scholar-in-resdence. Studerts then move on to explore their specific topic as
listed inside this brochure. Finally, all secions come together nea the erd of the semeser in a
celebration called Jamboreg where the differert sections share what their FYS experience through
posters plays, games and other performances

Pick four-five topicsthatinteres you. Your advisor will thenhelp you pick a secion basedon those
choicesthat also fits the scheduling of your other courses

Class # | Section | Instructor Start Time | End Time Days Room
29420 1 Logan, M. 9:15 AM 10:05 AM MW Sci 4655
29421 2 Deare, B. 9:15 AM 10:05 AM MW SS203
29422 3 Deare, B. 10:30AM | 11:20 AM MW SS203
29423 4 Ryan, M. 10:30AM | 11:20 AM MW SS115
29424 5 Lawrence, P. 11:45 AM 12:35 PM MW SS203
29425 6 Marxen, C. 11:45 AM 12:35PM MW Edu 211
29426 7 Ryan, M. 1:00 PM 1:50 PM MW SS203
29427 8 Hu, H. 3:30 PM 4:20 PM MW Edu 102
29428 9 Loewi, D. 9:00 AM 9:50 AM TTh SS203
29429 10 Logan, M. 10:00 AM | 10:50 AM TTh Sci2185
29430 11 HeymanR.-CANCELLED | 10:00AM | 10:50AM TTh S5202
29431 12 Gross, S. 11:00AM | 11:50 AM TTh SS203
29432 13 Conner/Sommers 11:.00AM | 11:50 AM TTh SS202
29433 14 Anderson, T. 11:00AM | 11:50 AM TTh Sci2200
29434 15 Gross, S. 12:00 AM 12:50 PM TTh SS203
29435 16 Glover, K. 12:00 PM 12:50 PM TTh HFA 18
29436 17 McPhee N. 12:00 PM 12:50 PM TTh Sci 3665
29437 18 Glover, K. 1:00 PM 1:50 PM TTh HFA 18
29698 19 Boyd, S. 1:00 PM 1:50 PM TTh Sci 3665
29699 20 Loewi, D. 2:00 PM 2:50 PM TTh SS203
29700 21 Boyd, S. 2:00 PM 2:50 PM TTh Sci 3665
29701 22 Du, F. 3:00 PM 3:50 PM TTh SS217
29702 23 HeymanR.-CANCELLED 3:00PM 3:50PM TTh S5203
29703 24 Kucherreuher, M. 3:00 PM 3:50 PM TTh Sci 1030
29704 25 Catter, J. 3:00 PM 3:50 PM TTh Sci2185
29705 26 McPhee N. 3:00 PM 3:50 PM TTh Sci 3665
29706 27 Kucherreuher, M. 4:00 PM 4:50 PM TTh Sci 1030

The University of Minnesta is committedto the policy that all persons shall haveequal accesto its
programs, facilities and employment without regard to race, color, creed religion, national origin, sex,
age, marital status, disability, public assistance status, veteran status, sexual oriertation.




Insects and Human Culture
The influernce of insects on humansociety extends far beyond the realm of science. Insects inspire artists, musiciars
and writers They arereveredasreligious symbols and used asmetaphors for what we fear most. They spread deady
disea® and have influencedthe course of humanhistory. In some culturesinsect area prizedculinary delicacy.
And, they arethe most abundart and diverse group of animals on our planet Through read ngs, discussion, short
writing assignmerts and student desgned projects we will invedigate ways in whichinsectk intersect ard infl uence
humanculture.

29433 Section14 TTh 11:00-11:50  Sci 2200 Tracey Anderson - Biology

anderstm@morris.umn.edu

Bottom Dwellers in an Ocean of Air
We live on the bottom of anoceanof amix of gasesand vapors whichiskept in constart, chaatic mation by uneven
heaing ard plaretary rotation, thus evadng our control. We humars areoftenon the defense or in arole of passive
adaptation with regardto weather. Are humars victimsor actors on the stage of global atmospheric dynamics?
Would your life be differert if you livedin a desert, a placeof daily torrertial rains, or of six-month darkness, or in
anareaproneto tropical storms? We will explore thes quegions using discussions, readngs, observation projecs,
lectures dedgn projects, and a semeger-long projecton recading personal weaher experiences

29698 Section19 TTh 1:00-1:50 Sci 3665 Sylke Boyd - Physics

29700 Section21 TTh 2:00-2:50 Sci 3665 shoyd@morris.umn.edu

Power and the Moving Body: Approaches in Dance and Martial Arts
We will examine power asdefined by movemert techniquesin Asianmartal arts and wedernperformarcedance.
Students will have experiencesin a variety of formsand discussions of filmsand related source material. Realings
will include writings of Bruce Leeard The Book of Five Rings by JapanOgreaed swordsman Miyamado Musaghi,
and writings by danceinnovators such aslsadora Duncan, Martha Graham and Alvin Ailey. Filmswill include the
work of martial artists and dancesby renowned 20™ century choreographers Studerts will explore ard reflectthe
physical and philosophical differencesbetweeneasern and wegernmovemert tecmiques Reaquiremertsinclude
participation in class, the online group discussion board, a culminating movemert presentation, and a final paper.
29432 Section13 TTh 11:00-11:50  SS202 Sommers- Dance/Conner BEnglish
jsommers@morris.umn.edu connerm@morris.umn.edu

Out of Africa — The Peopling of Europe, Asia and the Americas
Genetic evidence indicaiesmodern humans (Homo sapiens) hadtheir origin in Africa. This course will explore the
gedogic and climatic influenceson humanmigration to Europe, Asia, and ultimatly the Americas We will also
discuss changesthat resultedfrom this migration, the end of Neanderthal, new techmologies and the developmert of
racial variations. Finally, we will discussintelligencetedsin light of the out of Africatheary.
29704 Section25 TTh 3:00-3:50 Sci 2185 James Cotter B Geology
cotterjf @morris.umn.edu

Imperialism and After
Since Rudyard Kipling exhorted Americans a certury ago to "take up the white maris burden" imperial struggles
have shatteredand redrawn the political mapagain and again. But empire hasalso | eft subtlertraceson the world's
cultures including the complicated ways in which we condemnor celebrate the diff erercesbetweenpeales
Exploring empire through the literaure of both colonizersand colonizedpeaples this course aks how imperialism
hasaffected the ways menand womenthink about their own idertitiesand the meaning of humarity.

29421  Section 2 MW 9:15-10:05 SS 203 Bradley Deane, English

29422  Section 3 MW 10:30-11:20  SS203 deaneb@morris.umn.edu

East Asian Elements in 21* Century Hollywood Movies: Acculturation or Assimilation?

Recent Hollywood moviessuch asKong Fu Hustle, Hero, and Memoirs of a Geisha represert a trend toward greaer

cultural diverdty. But only easly-idertifiabe elemerts of Asianculture arechosenN violerce, revenge, exotic

costume, darcelN that oftenresult in cultural assimilation. This class will go beyond the elemerts presertedby the

medato examine the Asian philosophiesand culturesbehind them, such asthe understanding of life and death,

friendship, and pea@fulness of the soul. Studerts will use movie clips and critiquesaswell astradtional materials.
29701 Section22 TTh 3:00-3:50 SS217 Fang Du, MSP

fangdu@morris.umn.edu




A Family Drama
Tolstoy said, "All familiesressmte one another, but each unhappy family is unhappy initsown way." This course
will examine the concept and idea of "family" in drama, concertrating on both their commonalitiesand unique
gualities We will readplays ard view filmsthat encompass a divers range of periods and cultures aswell as
various configurations of family, ranging from the traditional nuclearunit to alternative notions of "family". We will
also explore thes ideasin action by engagng in projeds that allow you to express yourself thorough improvisation
and theatical production.

29435 Section16 TTh 12:00-12:50 HFA 18 Kimberly Glover, Theatre

29437 Section18 TTh 1:00-1:50 HFA 18 gamradtk @morris.umn.edu

Explaining the Inexplicable: 20™ Century Genocides
This course examinesa couple of the contemporary worldOsarges and most importart dilemmas Why did we see
in the lag certury, atime of incredble sciertific progress, all the now familiar campaigns of mass murder based on
racial ard ethnic hatred? Why, in addition, have we beenso slow to lean from this experience? Why, in short, have
we beenso unsuccessful in honoring our pledge of Orever again?O Through history, memoir, and film we will
examine these quegions and try to underdand and arswer them from both an historical and a moral perspectve.
29431 Section12 TTh 11:00-11:50  SS203 Stephen Gross B History
29434 Section15 TTh 12:00-12:50  SS203 grosss@morris.umn.edu

Sex (and Race and Class) and the City
Why do we have.downtowns with skyscrapers? Why do peagple live in sprawling suburbs and shop in malls? Why do

folks drive hoursto shop atplaceslike WalMart? Whats happeredto our public places?In fagt why do we go to
citiesata anymore,-ﬁce’jf?ryt ing t[ey eoffered-work, holising) entefainmert, shopping--can be gotten
m
g

elsewhere more cheapya conyenartly? Well t theidevelopm mericangities big and small, to
see how ;ﬁgsﬁsoﬂ dustiiializat on, suburbanizaton, spraw!, transpoitaton, shopping, and ertertainment have
shapeda shaped% linesof gﬁdﬁace—e&%it, nd-elass. '%J;ead-elé i€ essays, play urban
simulation games and possibly make afield trip to Minneajolis.

29430 Secton1l TTh 10:00-10:50 SS202 Richard Heyman- English
29702 Secton23 TTh 3:00-3:50 SS203 heymarr@morris.umn.edu

School and Diversity
Students will examine the issuesof school diverdty that include race, gender, socio-ecaiomic status, language,
religion and ahlity. Assignmertswill involve readngs, discussions, resarch interviews, and presertations. A
course project will allow studerts to focus in depth on a particular agpectof diverdty. In addition, all studernts will
callaborate on a Jamboree presertation sharing their underganding of the ways in which diversty issueseffect
studertsCattitudesand values

29427  Section 8 MW 3:30-4:20 Edu 102 Hsing-Wen Hu - Education

hsingwen@morris.umn.edu

Why We Eat What We Eat
We will considerthe diverse culinary tradtions of the world, seeking to understand the biological, historical and
cultural origins of eating patternsin the U.S. and in otherregons of the world. Our explorations will include
readngs, lecturesand discussions, a project in which studerts will documert their own culinary tradtions, and
opportunitiesto samgde the aromasard flavors that characterize the worldOsnajor cuisines As studert interes
dictates we also will examine some currernt food issues such asthe politicsof food, the safety of genetically
modified organisms, orgaric food production, Gas foodOvs. the Osow foodOmovemert, vegetarianism, etc. Plea®
note that this course will require severalevening meetngsin lieuof regularly scheduled class periods

29703 Section24 TTh 3:00-3:50 Sci 1030 Margaret Kuchenreuther, Biology

29706 Section27 TTh 4:00-4:50 Sci 1030 kuchenma@morris.umn.edu




Exploring Public Issues
This course is about someissuesof our timessuch as"the regponsibility of being a super power: United Statesard
the reg of the World.O Several of these issuesare non-ecaomic in nature; while othersprovide classic illustrations
of the core of economic aralysis. Mary are controverdal and thus likely to evoke non-ecanomic reactions to them.
However, the one feaure thattiesall of thes issuestogether isthatthey illustrate the importance of critical thinking
in underganding the world around us, and they teachus the application of ecanomic tools to sciertifically analyze
ecaomic and non-ecanomic issues

29424  Section 5 MW 11:45-12:35  SS203 Pareena L awrence, Econ/Mgmt

lawrenpg@morris.umn.edu

The Garden of Forking Paths, the Universal Library and the WWWeb

There arealready more web pagesthan pegple on the plaret, in hundreds of languages and the number goesup and
up. Who is putting all that stuff out there, and why? Politics, religion, nationalism, salesmarship, vanity? Canwe
trust what we Google? How canothersfind and trust what we publish? Can (should?)the Webrepacethe library?
Well read some literaure, scholarly and otherwise, and invegigate the collective production of perhaps billions of
our peers Well ak "who'son?," "who's not?," "who's watching?," "who decides?" and more. NO technical

expertise necessary!
29428 Section 9 TTh 9:00-9:50 SS 203 David Loewi, Computing Services
29699 Section20 TTh 2:00-2:50 SS203 dloewi @morris.umn.edu

The Human Experience of Geometry
The influence of geamety in humanculture asit hasaffeceddifferent agpects of art, science, and everyday life.
Topicsinclude: symmety in 1 and 2 dimenrsional patterns (pottery decoration, textiles wallpapers etc.), deliberate
breaking of symmetry; proportion in architecture and figures tessellations and tilings; geametry of weavng; the
Platonic solids and related solids; origamiand other paper folding; pergpecive and its relationship to projectve
geamety; mags and ways of represerting 3 dimersional information and 2 dimensionally; the fourth dimension and
higher dimersions; fractals and their appeararcein nature (clouds, coaglines plart forms, etc.).

29420 Section 1 MW 9:15-10:05 Sci 4655 Mark Logan - Math

29429 Section10 TTh 10:00-10:50  Sci 2185 [oganm@morris.umn.edu

Public Schooling in the United States
What are the ultimate aims of public schooling in the United States? How do peapleOsace, ethnicity, gerder,
language, religion, ahility, and socioeconomic status affect the quality of their educatonal experience? What arethe
conflicting idedogical pergpecivescompeting for public accepgance? We will explore these and other educatonal
issuesthatareof particularintereg to the studertsin this FY S secton.
29425  Section 6 MW 11:45-12:35  Edu 211 Carol Marxen, Education
marxence@morris.umn.edu

Roots Music: Why, Where, and How?
Filmssuch asO brother, where art thou? and albums such asMoby's Play have both refl ecied and helpedincrease
interes in Americanroots music. Thisbroadheadng includesanincredble diversty of stylesand types including
(amang others) blues hillbilly and country, cajun and zydecq gospel, and good old polkamusic. In thee FYS
sections we will begn to explore the history and sources of this diverdty, aswell asitsimpacton music and culture
today. Our final projectwill include anopportunity to producearado show at KUMM.

29436 Section17 TTh 12:00-12:50  Sci 3665 Nic McPhee B Computer Science

29705 Section26 TTh 3:00-3:50 Sci 3665 mcphee@umn.edu

The Empire Strikes Back: Europe Confronts the Colonial Past
The legaciesof imperialism are still part of everyday lifein Europe. In thes sections of the First Yea Semhar, we
will explore contemporary quedions about Europeanidertity that arefundamentally about humandiverdty. What
hasit tradtionally mear to be OEiropear?O How do geagraphic, cultural, religious and economic distinctions erter
into the arswer to that quegion? In what ways hasthe arrival of immigrarts from EuropeO$ormer colonial
possessions disruptedtraditional undergandings of OFropearOculture, race and boundaries?

29423 Section4 MW 10:30-11:20  SS115 Marynel Ryan, History

29426  Section 7 MW 1:00-1:50 SS203 mkryan@morris.umn.edu




