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BIOSIS Previews, produced by Thomson Reuters Web of Knowledge, provides access to 
original research and reports as well as the primary journal articles produced in life science 
research. Fields of study included in the database are botany, microbiology, pharmacology, 
ecology, biochemistry and bioengineering. 
 
BIOSIS’s coverage is: 

• from 1926 to the present 
• contains nearly 6,000 journal titles and over 18,450,000 bibliographic records 
• includes non-journal literature, including non-critical reviews and meeting reports 
• updated weekly with nearly 600,000 records added each year 
• records contain full bibliographic citation and author-provided abstract 

 
BIOSIS is not a full text database. However, each record contains a “Find It” link letting you 
know if the library subscribes to the publication through another database or if you need to 
request it via Interlibrary Loan (ILL). 
 
Searching 
The Basic Search interface for BIOSIS allows you to use Boolean searching in multiple fields. 
 

 

Search in multiple fields 
or search multiple terms 
in the same field. 

Limit your search time span. 
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Basic searching does not allow for field searching. If you want to search specific fields, you will 
need to use the Advanced Search explained later in the document. 
 
Search Rules 
Capitalization does not matter. 
 
Author searches do not require punctuation. 
 
Stopwords, common, frequently used words such as articles, prepositions and pronouns cannot 
be searched. For a complete list see the Help menu. 
 
Wildcards (* ? $) can be used in fields that allow words and phrases, and there are three 
different wildcards that can be used independently or together. Wildcards cannot be used at the 
beginning of a word (*ology) or in a publication year search (200*). 

• The asterisk (*) represents any characters including no character.  
ex.   environment* matches: 

environment 
environments 
environmental 

• The question mark (?) represents any single character. 
ex. m?n matches: 

man 
men 

• The dollar sign ($) represents zero or one character. 
ex. seal$ matches: 

seal 
seals 

 
Phrase searching is useful when searching for an exact phrase. If you are looking for articles 
about  “smart cars” by enclosing the phrase in quotation marks, you will remove an results in 
which “smart” and “car” appear in the citation but do not relate directly to “smart cars.” 
Stopwords used in phrase searching will be ignored. 
 
Words entered containing a hyphen, period or comma will be searched as an exact phrase. 
 
Parentheses can be used to group Boolean search terms. 
 
Boolean search terms AND, SAME, OR and NOT are available to broaden or narrow your 
search. The terms must be capitalized.  

• AND: finds all terms separated by the operator 
• OR: finds records containing any of the terms 
• NOT: excludes certain words from the search 
• SAME: finds records where the terms appear in the same sentence 
 

If parentheses are not used, the terms will be processed in order of precedence: 
1. SAME 
2. NOT 
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3. AND 
4. OR 

 
• hurricane OR “tropical storm” AND migration will find all records with both “tropical 

storm” and migration as well as all records with hurricane 
• (hurricane OR “tropical storm”) AND migration will find all records in which the phrase 

migration appears with hurricane or tropical storm 
 
 
Advanced Searching 
The advanced search in BIOSIS allows you to use the search techniques described above as well 
as field searching. 
 

 

Further restrict your search results 
by language, document type and 
literature type. 

 
As you become more comfortable searching in BIOSIS, you might want to limit your searches 
using fields. There is a list of searchable fields in the right sidebar. Each field with a magnifying 
glass next are indexed, and that index is searchable and browsable. 
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Search Results 
Once you have conducted a search, you will want to explore your list of returned citations.  
 

 

Sort by year, 
relevance or 
author. 

Mark the 
record to 
email, print 
or add to 
EndNote. 

 
The left sidebar allows you to refine your results through a series of expandable limiters, 
including major concepts, document type, authors or publication year.  
 
The title is a hot link to the full citation and abstract.  
 

 

Set up an alert, so 
you know when 
the article has 
been cited. 
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The preview also shows you how many times the article has been cited by others, if there are 
any related records and how many references are included in the article.  Near the bottom of the 
page, you can further your search by exploring the concept codes (hot links to more results) and 
taxonomic data that can be incorporated into a new search string. 
 
When you find an article you find helpful, click on the “Find It” box to see if the library has a 
subscription to the journal through another database. A new window will appear listing all of 
the places you can find the article.  
 

 

Click here. 

 
There may be more than one place to find the article. Choose the database from which you 
would like to find the article, and click “Go.” You will be taken to the proper database. You may 
need to do some more searching depending on the databases interaction with the “Find It” 
software.  
 
If the library does not subscribe to the journal through any databases, you will need to request 
the article through Interlibrary Loan (ILL). As you can see from the image below, this article is 
not available in full text, only the abstract is available. You will need to click “Go” next to the 
“Request document via InterLibrary Loan.” 
 

 

Click here. 
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