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LexisNexis 
LexisNexis (Academic, Congressional and Statistical) give you access to a multitude of popular 
articles as well as some scholarly works. There is also access to Congressional records, court 
decisions and government statistical reports. For Lexis-Nexis Congressional and Statistical you 
will often be able to find the information from a governmental website, but it is sometimes more 
difficult to run searches in Google than it is in Lexis-Nexis. 
 
Searching 
To search in LexisNexis, you simply need to enter the words you are looking for. As is true in 
all searches, try to be as specific as possible. 
 

 

Limit areas and dates to 
search. 

Switch to other LexisNexis products. 

 
If you are interested in using the natural language search or creating a logical search string, 
click on the “Power Search” link at the top left. 
 
 
Search Tips 
Searching in LexisNexis databases is basically done with keyword searches. Searching is not 
case sensitive. 
 
Using the singular form of a word will return plurals and possessives. 
 
Wildcards are used in LexisNexis. There are differences, though, from many other databases.  

• The exclamation mark (!)represents any number of characters including no characters at 
all at the end of a word. This is often referred to as truncation. 

• The asterisk (*) holds one space at any point in a word; you can insert as many asterisks 
as spaces you would like to search. 
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Boolean operators (AND and OR) be used to limit your search. 
 
LexisNexis also allows for the use of W/#, which allows you to search for words within a 
certain number of each other. 
 
Date restrictions can be included in search strings by using 

• date =  
• date  > 
• date <  

 
Natural language searching allows you to put in a phrase or question that the database will 
parse to give you results. 
 
 
Search Results 
The search results in LexisNexis can be further limited by using the links on the left.  
 

 
 
You can limit by type of publication as well as subject, geographic location or language. To see 
the full record, click on the title. You’ll notice when you see the full record that your search 
terms are highlighted in a different color than the rest of the text.  At the bottom of the page you 
can choose subjects to explore for more information. This is very useful if you aren’t exactly 
certain what terms a database is using to describe the subject you are studying.  
 
It is also possible to search through legal documents in LexisNexis Academic by clicking on the 
Legal tab at the top of the home page.  
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