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PubMed provides access to bibliographic information, including MEDLINE. Developed by the
National Library of Medicine, an agency of the National Institutes of Health, PubMed provides
access to over 18 million citations from the 1950s to the present. Not all citations are available in
full text.

Searching
PubMed has a straight-forward interface. You simply type in the terms you are interested in
researching.

4 service of the 1.5, Mational Library of Iedicine
and the MNational Institutes of Health

PubMed Nucleotide Protein Genome Structure OMIM PMC Journals Books

Go Clear | Advdnced Search (beta

To get started with PubMed, enter one or more search terms.

Search terms may be topics, authors or jomnals.

The NIH Public Access Policy May Affect You

Does NIH fund your work?

Then your manuscript must be made available in PubMed Central

How?
If you publish in one of these journals, they will take care of the whole process.

If you publish anywhere else, deposit the manuscript in PubMed Central via
one of the options described at publicaccess.nih.gov.

Pubhed is a service of the U. 5. Mational Library of Medicine that includes over 18 million citations
from MEDLINE and other life science journals for biomedical articles back to the 1950s. Publed
includes links to fisll text articles and other related resources.

For instance, if you were interested in hay fever causes, you simply type in hay fever causes in
the search box and click “Go”.
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SearchlPubMed

You will be taken to a list of the results. In this case there are over 5,000 citations returned.
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If you are wondering what PubMed actually searched for, click on the “Details” tab at the top of
the page.

Limits | Preview/index T Histony T Clipboard T Details ]

("rhinitis, allergic, seasonal”[MeSH Terms] OR ("rhinicis”[Al1
Fields] AND "allergic”[All Fields] AND "seasonal”[All Fields])
OR "seasonal allergic rhinitis"[i11 Fields] OR "hayfever"[All
Fields]] AND ("etiology"[Subheading] OF "etiology”[All Fields]
OR "causes"[All Fields] OR "causality”[MeSH Terms] OR
"eausality"[A11 Fields])

5707

causes "etiology'[Subheading] OR "eticlogy'[All Fields] OR "causes"[All Fields] OR "causality"[MMe5H Terms] OR "causality'[ All Fields]

"rhinitis, allergic, seasonal'[MeSH Terms] OR ("rhinitis"[All Fields] AND "allergic"[ All Fields] AND "seasonal’[All Fields]) OF. "seasonal allergic rhinitis"[ Al Fields] OR

hagfever “hayfever'[All Fields]

Publded

hayfever causes

As you can see, PubMed took the terms you entered and converted them into terms from
MeSH." The addition of many terms from MeSH led to so many results. If you are looking to
narrow your search, you may want to consider using the Advanced Search function or creating
searches using the MeSH database.

“Much like Library of Congress Subject Headings but developed by the National Library of Medicine.
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Advanced Search

PubMed’s advanced search allows you to search using simple terms like the initial search, but

also allows you to limit your search.t You can limit your search by publication, topics, language
or fields.

Search | Author 5] tor =

Search | Journal = for =

Search | Publication Date = for to present

(yyyy/mm/dd - month and day are optional)
Add More Search Fields
[=] Limit by Topics, Languages, and Journal Groups
Full Text, Free Full Text, and Abstracts
[ Links to full text CLinks to fres full text [ abstracts
Humans or Animals Gender
T Humans T ale
T animals [ Female
Type of Article Languages
[ clinical Trial ﬁl =] English é’
T Editarial [ French
CLetter I German
M Meta-analysis T 1talian
M practice Guideline =l M 1apanese |
Subsets ages
Journal Groups j [T &l Infant: birth-23 manths j
[ core clinical journals [T &l child: 0-18 years
M oental journals T all adult: 19+ years
[ Hursing journals ™ Newborn: birth-1 month
Tonirs = [T Infant: 1-23 months =l
[=] Index of Fields and Field Values
add Term(s) to the search box or view an index.
Al Fields E

There are many limiters for you to choose from, including articles about humans or animals,
clinical trials, ages involved in the article and many more. However, your original search terms

do not change, so if you are unhappy with how PubMed interpreted your terms, you will need
to change your search terms.

Using the MeSH database

The MeSH database allows you to refine your search to the exact terms you are interested in. If
you look at the search above, you'll see that PubMed interpreted “hayfever” as "rhinitis,
allergic, seasonal,” ("rhinitis” AND "allergic" AND "seasonal") or "seasonal allergic rhinitis" or

"hayfever," leading to so many returns. While you may want to have a large number of results
to choose from, 5,000 are too many.

t The Advanced Search is still in Beta, so there may be changes to display and functionality.
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To choose the MeSH you would like to use, click on the MeSH Database link in the left panel.

Click here.

Using the same interface, you can type in the term you are looking for. If you are looking for
more than one term, you will need to conduct a MeSH search for each term. The following

instructions will take you through that process.

In this case, search for “hayfever.”

All Databases Fubtied Mucleotide Frotein Gename

Searchl k2 SH j for |hay'feveri

As you can see from the results, hayfever is not a simple term to study. You can further limit the
search to specific subheadings, to major topics only and to only the term chosen.

Click the
box to

All: 1 ‘

it e, Hay fever, Hametes, Feverfow, Halunic, Han sl Prormemmsrsysggs, Hamalan, More..
Display [ Full =l show [z0

+ If'making selections (e.g., Subheadings, etc.), use the Zend to Search Box feature to see Publded records with those specifications.
+ Select Pubbded under the Links menu to retrieve all records for the MeSH Term.
+ Select LM MeSH Browser under the Links menu for additional information.
Links

— 1 Rhnitis, Allergic, Seasonal

mark the
record.

Allergic rhintis that occurs at the same time every year. It is charactenzed by acute CONIJUNCTIVITIS with lacnimation and TTCHING, and regarded as an allergic condition

triggered by specific ALLERGENS
Year miroduced: 2006 (1963)

Subheadings: This kst meludes those paired at least once with this heading in MEDLINE and may not reflect current rules for allowable combmations.

[ blood I chemically induced [ classification [ complations [T I diet therapy [ drug therapy T [ exmbryology [ enzymology [ epidemiology [
ethnology [T etiology [ genetics [T history [ immunclogy [T metabolism [ microbiclegy [T mertality [ nursing [T parasitelogy [T pathology [ physiclogy [T physiopatholegy [
prevention and control [ psychology [ radiography [ radiotherapy [T rehabilitation [ surgery [ therapy [ ultrasonography [ urine [ veterinary [ wirology

[ Restrict Search to Major Topic headings only.
[0 Do Mot Explode this term (1 e., do not mclude MeSH terms found below this term in the MeSH tree)
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Since the search also needs to be limited to the causes of hayfever, mark the record, then click
on the “Send to” drop down at the top of the page. From the drop down choose “Search box
with AND.”

Text

File

Frinter

Clipboard

Search Box with AMD
Search Bowwith OR
Search Bow with NOT

To search for the next phrase, click “Clear” near the search box, and type in “causes.” In this
case, three terms are returned.

"Rhinitis, Allergic, Seasonal”[Hesh]

Search PubMed Clear

Buggestions: Causes, Caustics, Cautery, Canes, Candata Castes, Candies, Buses, Caspases, Catine, More

Display | Summary = snow [20 [F][sendto -

All: 3

Items 1 -3 0f 3 One page.
M1 Causality Links

The relating of causes to the effects they produce. Causes are termed necessary when they must always precede an effect and sufficient when they mitiate or produce an effect.
Any of several factors may be associated with the potential disease causation or outcome, ncluding predisposing factors, enabling factors, precipitatmg factors, reinforcing factors,
and risk factors.

Year mtroduced: 1980

02 etiology [Subheading] Links
Teed with diseases for cavsative agents meluding microorgamsms and ncludes environmental and social factors and personal habits as contributing factors. It mcludes
pathogenesis
Year introduced: 1966

03 Cause of Death Links

Factors which produce cessation of all wital bodily functions. They can be analyzed from an epidemiologic wiswpoint,
Tear miroduced: 1988

Causality most closely fits the definition of “causes.” Mark the record, and from the “Send to”
drop down choose “Search Box with AND.” Notice the search box is now populated with both
MeSH terms selected. Click on “Search PubMed” to conduct the search. This time the search
returned 300 citations.

Results

Since not every citation in PubMed is available from the database, it is important to be able to
discern what is and what is not available. If an article is available, there will be a link indicating
such.

To see the full citation information, click on the link created by the authors” name. You will see
whatever information is available, as well as additional information created by PubMed, such
as related articles. If you are looking at the full record, you will see a link on the right side
directing you to the full text.

PubMed is not compatible with the “Find It” tool, so to see if the library subscribes to a
particular journal, use the “E-Journal Finder” tool located in the left pane of the library’s
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website. From there you can determine if the article is available in full text through the library
or if you will need to order the article through ILL.

Clinical Queries

It is also possible to search PubMed for clinical studies using the Clinical Queries link. Choose
the categories you are interested in. You can be as specific or broad as you need.

PubMed Clinical Queries

FubMed

Structure OMIr

Joumals

This page provides the following specialized PubMed searches far clinicians:

* Search by Clinical Study Cateqory
* Find Systematic Reviews
¢ Medical Genetics Searches

after running one of these searches, you may further refine your results using PubMed's Limits feature

Results of searches on these pages are limited to specific clinical research areas. For comprehensive searches, use PubMed directly.

Search by Clinical Study Category

4
This search finds citations that correspond to a specific clinical study category. The search may be either broad and sensitive or narrow and
specific. The search filters are based on the work of Haynes RE et al. See the filter table for details.
Search Go
Category Scope
o etiology @ narrow, specific search
© diagnosis © broad, sensitive search
@ therapy
© prognosis
© clinical pradiction guides
Find Systematic Reviews 4
For your topic(s) of interest, this search finds citations for systematic reviews, meta-analyses, reviews of clinical trials, evidence-based
medicine, consensus development conferences, and guidelines.
For more information, see Help, See also related sources for systematic review searching.
Searchl Go
Medical Genetics Searches +

This search finds citations and abstracts related to various topics in medical genetics. See the filter table for details.

Search I Go

The results page will indicate if there are any searches fitting your parameters as well as any
related articles available.
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