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Web of Science 
Web of Science® indexes over 10,000 journals worldwide, including Open Access journals and 
over 110,000 conference proceedings.  Coverage includes sciences, social sciences, arts and 
humanities with articles dating back to 1900. 
 
Web of Science also allows you to examine citation references to determine how often a 
particular author, article or journal has been cited within Web of Science. While this will not 
give you citation information for journal outside of the database, it is a good place to begin your 
assessment of the importance of the publication. 
 

Searching 
The basic search in Web of Science allows you to combine terms and select fields to better 
narrow your search. If you are interested in creating a specific search string, you will want to 
use the Advanced Search link. 
 

 

Choose the field(s) to 
search. 

Add additional terms if needed. 

 
There is a range of fields you can search including topic (or keyword), title and author. You can 
also mix the terms using the Boolean operators available to you. Finally, you can limit your 
search to a specific time span. 
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Advanced Search 
In contrast to many databases where you entire Boolean search strings in the basic search 
window, in Web of Science you use the Advanced Search link.  
 

 

Fields 
and 
operator
s that can 
be used 
to build 
search 
string. 

Enter search string here 

 
On the right, you’ll notice a list of searchable fields and the bottom of the screen allows you to 
further limit your search by time span, database or language. You could also choose to run 
previous searches that you may have saved.  
 

Search Rules 
Capitalization does not matter. Apostrophes are not searchable characters.  
 
Phrase searching (placing quotation marks around terms) is useful when searching for an exact 
phrase such as “chemical reaction” instead of searching chemical AND reaction, which will look 
for the terms in the article but not necessarily as a phrase. They may not even appear near each 
other. Phrase searching is not applicable in the author field. In Web of Science, stopwords found 
between quotation marks will be replaced with any word in that position (e.g. “person with 
cancer” will return results such as “person having cancer,” “person experiencing cancer,” etc.). 
 
Words containing hyphens will be interpreted as an exact phrase (e.g. waste-water will search 
for the waste-water or the phrase “waste water.” 
 
Wildcards (* ? $) can be used in fields that allow words and phrases, and there are two different 
wildcards that can be used independently or together. Wildcards cannot be used at the 
beginning of a word (*ology) or in a publication year search (200*). Three letters must appear 
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before the wildcard for it to work when searching the Topic or Title field. All other fields must 
have one letter preceding the wildcard. 

• The asterisk (*) represents any number of characters including no characters at all.  
ex.   environment* matches: 

environment 
environments 
environmental 

• The question mark (?) represents any single character. 
ex. wom?n matches: 

woman 
women 

• The dollar sign ($) represents zero to one character. 
ex. colo$r matches: 

color 
colour 

Take care when using wildcards as you may not want to use one with all searches. For instance, 
when looking for singular and plural forms of a word, you might receive fewer results by 
searching for the terms instead of adding a wildcard. 
 
Boolean operators can also be used. The operators available are:  

• AND: all terms in the search appear in the results 
• OR: at least one term in the search appears in the results 
• NOT: excludes terms from the search 
• (): groups words and phrases to show a relationship and the order in which you would 

like the search to be performed 
• SAME: searches for terms that appear in the same sentence 

 
If parentheses are not used, the terms will be processed in order of precedence: 

1. SAME  
2. NOT 
3. AND  
4. OR 
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Results 
Once you’ve run your search, you will be taken to your results list. On the left, there is a pane 
with expandable limiters that you can use to further refine the results.  
 
At the top of the results list, there is a link for exporting your results to a bibliographic software 
like EndNote. Simply mark the results you would like to export, and click the link at the top. 
 

 

Choose 
how you 
would 
like to 
sort the 
results. 

 
 

For more information about the article, including an abstract, click on the hyperlinked title. You 
will be taken to a complete record, which will also allow you to export the information to 
EndNote, see a list of the references, and consult related articles. 
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Web of Science does not provide full text, so to find the article you will need to click on the Find 
It button located at the top of the page. If the library does not have a subscription to another 
database with the article, you will need to request it through Interlibrary Loan. 
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Cited Reference Search 
If you are interested in how many times a certain article has been searched, you can use the 
Cited Reference Search link. Type in the article title, journal title or author name, and you will 
be given a list of results. 
 
The results list will show you how many times whatever you searched for have been cited. For 
more recent works, you can actually see the list of articles that reference your search. For more 
recent articles, you can see the article itself as well as links to the abstracts of the articles 
referencing it. 
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