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Built on the windswept prairie of western Minnesota, the U's Morris campus, with its solid brick buildings and myriad shady trees, has always been a cultural oasis and a gathering place for local residents. Now, its importance to the region's history‑and its special place in the life of an Elbow Lake resident‑have been recognized in two ways.

The first is a $180,000 grant from the Getty Grant Program to develop a historic preservation plan for the campus. Originally designed by the pioneering Minneapolis landscape and architecture firm Morell & Nichols (who also executed much of Cass Gilbert's plan for Northrop Mall), the campus was added last year to the National Register of Historic Places. The Getty funds will allow UMM staff and students to strategize ways to preserve the historic character of the campus.

From its establishment in 1910 until 1960, the campus was home to the West Central School of Agriculture, which provided room and board and a high‑school education to thousands of teenagers from area farms. "The school, with its library and other civic amenities, made a difference in our

from the school in 1928. The couple raised their children on a farm near Elbow Lake. "Many people wouldn't have had the benefit of high school without the West Central School of Agriculture," Nelson says. Her family also attended Experiment Station Field Days and 4‑H camps on the campus.

Nelson's family paid official tribute to the school's legacy in 2000, when her son Glenn Nelson, a 1965 Twin Cities graduate, established a scholarship at UMM to honor his parents and recognize the Morris campus. "Education was very important to our family," says Viola Nelson, who contributes to the fund. "Each of my children received scholarships for college, and we wanted to give back."

Both the Getty and Nelson gifts guarantee that Morris's history and future will continue to shine. "This is one of the best preserved agricultural high‑school campuses in the country, and it has important associations with progressive education and agricultural history," says Dennis Gimmestad, a 1973 Morris graduate and a Minnesota Historical Society staff member who is helping with the preservation project.
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